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ULD2, October 2023: Rules of the game: Fiscal sustainability in cities

The second Urban Law Day of 2023 was held on 
the World Cities Day 31st of October, by Fordham 
University and UN-Habitat PLGS in line with the 
2023 World Cities Day theme: Financing Sustainable 
Urban Future for All. A panel of urban legal and 
fiscal scholars discussed the role played by urban 
legislation in setting the rules of the game for fiscal 
sustainability in cities. 

This session explored four main concepts including a) 
expenditures; b) revenues; c) financial management 
and d) borrowing. This promoted learning, 
knowledge sharing and exchange of information and 
experiences which will better inform the creation of 
“fiscally sustainable cities” that are more equitable 
and prosperous.

iii. PLGS Community of Practice

UN-Habitat’s Community of Practice (COP) on policy, 
legislation and governance saw significant progress 
and results in 2023. 

One key achievement was enhanced collaboration 
both internally and externally. In all the COP sessions 
held in 2023, UN-Habitat’s PLGS involved other 

sections and country offices of UN-Habitat to share 
their perspectives. In addition, these COPs featured 
the participation of partner governments and 
organizations who shared their experiences of what 
the partnership with UN-Habitat through PLGS has 
accomplished. 

Internal and External Speakers Types of Organizations Overall attendance

120
10 External;  
36%

18 Internal;  
36%
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CoP14 CoP15 CoP16 CoP17

2 Subnational 
Government;  

20%
3 UN Entity;  

30%

4 Academia;  
40%

1 Research 
Institute;  

10%
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Governance 
and public 

participation 

Since the COP initiative began in 2020, PLGS has successfully held a total of 17 sessions with internal and 
external partners. In 2023, UN-Habitat through PLGS held the 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th, interactive, engaging 
and highly insightful community of practice sessions.  

Here is a summary of community of practice sessions held in 2023.

Themes covered.  

Child-responsive 
urban policies  

and laws 

Integrated 
development 

planning 

Metropolitan 
and regional 
management 

Urban-rural 

connectivity

i. 14th CoP. Governance and Legislation: Accelerating Participatory Processes for Inclusive and 
Sustainable Cities

The session focused on showcasing regulatory and 
governance best practices of the transformative 
force of public participation in urban processes in 
achieving inclusive and effective urban development, 
providing lessons learned on key prerequisites for 

successful participatory planning regulation and 
legislation, and stimulating discussion on how to 
formally empower urban communities, particularly 
marginalized groups, to have meaningful decision-
making power.

Image: Village residents committee going through the new maps 2016 © Julius Mwelu/UN-Habitat

14th PLGS

Accelerating Participatory Processes for 
Inclusive and Sustainable Cities

100+ 

participants 

Image: Community Mapping Kolkata, India © UNICEF

15th PLGS

Community of pra ctice Child Responsive Urban Policies, Laws and 
Standards

In collaboration with:  
Office of the Executive Director (OED) (internal), UNICEF (external)

ii. 15th CoP, Child Responsive Urban Policies, Laws, and Standards

90+  
participants 

In collaboration with: Planning, Finance and Economy Section 
(PFES); Urban Basic Services Section (UBSS); Human Rights 

and Social Inclusion unit (HRSI) (internal)

Community of pract ice
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This 16th session was organized to update participants on recent progress and achievements in the urban-
rural linkages thematic area. It was also an opportunity for external panellists to share various experiences 
from their contexts and in relation to the collaboration with UN-Habitat.

17th CoP, Metropolitan Management and Integrated Development Planning

Image: Jumeirah Village Circle, Dubai, United Arab Emirates © Unsplash

17th PLGS

Community of pra ctice
Metropolitan Management and Integrated 

Development Planning

Image: Jumeirah Village Circle, Dubai, United Arab Emirates © Unsplash

16th PLGS

Community of pra ctice Harnessing the power of connected 
communities through urban-rural linkages
In collaboration with: UN-Habitat Spain (Madrid)(Internal); IIED; 

UNCCD, University of Quebec; Niger State, Nigeria; University of 
Nairobi; New School University (External)

This 17th CoP session was held to discuss 
innovative approaches on metropolitan and regional 
management, as well as showcase inspiring practice 
solutions implemented by UN-Habitat and partners 
in various countries such as Cameroon, Mexico, El 

Salvador, and Colombia. The session also involved 
internal perspectives on the metropolitan topic, as 
well as experiences by partners from government and 
academia, sharing experiences from collaborating 
with UN-Habitat in various initiatives.  

iii. 16th CoP, Harnessing the power of connected communities through urban-rural linkages

80+  
participants 

55+  
participants 

This 15th CoP was held to discuss the Guidance on Child Responsive Urban Policies, Laws, and Standards, 
developed by UN-Habitat and UNICEF.  

The discussions centered on showcasing the linkages between urbanization, children’s rights and how the 
two concepts are integrated into policies and legislations to achieve effective governance.

In collaboration with: Global Solutions Division (GSD); Planning, 
Finance and Economy Section (PFES); UN-Habitat Mexico (internal)

Barcelona Metropolitan Area (external)
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